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MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Regents

From: Board Office

Subject: Report on Legislative Session

Date: May 8, 2000

Recommended Action:

Receive the final report on the 2000 Legislative Session.
 
Executive Summary:

The General Assembly completed its 2000 session on April 26, 2000.  The
deadline for the Governor to sign the bills passed by the General Assembly is
May 26, 2000.

State general fund FY 2001 direct appropriations to the Regents for operations,
tuition replacement, and salary increases total at least $721.0 million as follows:
Education Appropriations of $695.4 million, Economic Development Appropriations
of $7.5 million, and Salary Appropriations ranging from $18.2 million to
$19.7 million.  These appropriations represent a 2.2% increase from the original
FY 2000 base appropriations.  As indicated in G.D. 13, state salary policy requires
approximately a 4% average increase.

Capital appropriations for the Regent institutions are contained in the Infrastructure
bill (SF 2453), which includes $16.2 million in FY 2001, $15.6 million in FY 2002,
and $11.4 million in FY 2003, for capital projects as detailed in the following table:

Item FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 Total

SUI  Biology Building       $4,400,000       $7,300,000       $3,000,000  $14,700,000
ISU Gilman Hall - Chemistry       8,500,000       2,500,000 -  11,000,000
ISU Planning – College of Business         300,000 - -       300,000
UNI  McCollum Science Hall       2,700,000       5,800,000       8,400,000  16,900,000
ISD Replacement of water system       250,000                   -                   -        250,000

 Total     $16,150,000     $15,600,000    $11,400,000  $43,150,000
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The Technology Appropriations bill (SF 2433) includes a $1,000,000 allocation to
the University of Northern Iowa for developing a 21st century learning initiative,
which is identified as the second priority project to be funded from a pooled
technology account created in this bill consisting of all reversions from state
departments for FY 2000.  This initiative was part of the Governor’s
recommendation for the proposed Information Technology Department.  The bill
language requires that UNI consult with the Division of Information Technology
Services of the Department of General Services, and the Department of Education
in developing this initiative.

Other appropriations bills allocate funds to Regent institutions for FY 2001 to be
distributed through various state agencies.  The Agriculture Appropriations bill
provides $450,000 for FY 2001 to Iowa State University for training commercial
pesticide applicators, support for research of Johnes disease, and support for a
rural concern hotline for farm families facing financial crisis.  The Department of
Public Health Appropriations bill provides $734,026 to the University of Iowa for
health-related support, and the Human Services Appropriations bill provides
$129,971 to the University of Iowa for Iowa Creative Employment Options.

Summaries detailing appropriations are included in Attachments A and B.

Attachment A compares the Regent education appropriations in HF 2549 with the
original FY 2000 Regent appropriations.  The bill outlines appropriations for the
Regent institutions that are $2.7 million less than the FY 2000 appropriations,
exclusive of salary increases.  Attachment B details the appropriations from the
Economic Development Appropriations bill to the Regent institutions, which are
$313,259 less than FY 2000 appropriations.

The salary bill (SF 2450) appropriates $42.2 million to state agencies with the
Regents allocation estimated to be between $18.2 million ad $19.7 million for
funding salary increases.  To fully fund the state salary policy increase of 4% at
the Regent institutions, exclusive of health insurance increases, funding from state
appropriations would have to total $27.4 million.

Attachment B (SF 2428) includes appropriations to the Regent institutions for
economic development units which reduces appropriation levels by $313,259 from
FY 2000 appropriation levels.

The Regents legislative liaisons – Gary Steinke, Andrew Baumert, Mark Braun,
and Keith Saunders – should be congratulated for their hard work.
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REGENT APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

The following appropriations bills passed both houses and await the Governor’s
action:

HF 2549 – Appropriations for Regents

This bill makes appropriations to state education agencies, which include the
Board of Regents, Department of Education, College Student Aid Commission,
and Department of Cultural Affairs.  The bill includes Regent appropriations of
$695.4 million, which are $7.9 million less than the Governor’s
recommendations.

SF 2428 – Appropriations to the Department of Economic Development

This bill includes appropriations of $336,669 for the Research Park and
$271,770 Advanced Drug Development at the University of Iowa, $1,211,869
for the Small Business Development Center, $377,109 for the Research Park,
and $4,406,995 for the Institute for Physical Research at Iowa State University,
and $172,356 for the Metal Casting Institute and $741,439 for the Institute of
Decision Making at the University of Northern Iowa.

SF 2429 – Appropriations to Department of Public Health

This bill appropriates funds to the Department of Public Health and includes
appropriations to the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics of $61,693 for the
statewide perinatal program, $392,931 for Mobile and Regional Child Health
Specialty Clinics, $279,402 for birth defects, and $115,613 for muscular
dystrophy and related genetic disease programs.

SF 2430 – Appropriations to Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship

Appropriations to the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship includes
$200,000 to Iowa State University for training commercial pesticide applicators,
$100,000 for research on Johne’s disease, and $150,000 for a rural hotline.
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SF 2433 – Oversight (ICN/Information Technology Department)

This bill provides appropriations to the Iowa Communications Network (ICN)
and IowAccess.  It also creates an operations revolving fund for an Information
Technology Department if the department is created during the 2000 session.
This bill provides $1,000,000 to the University of Northern Iowa for developing
a 21st century learning initiative.

This initiative was part of the Governor’s recommendation for the proposed
Information Technology Department.  The bill language requires that UNI
consult with the Division of Information Technology Services of the Department
of General Services, and the Department of Education in developing this
initiative.

SF 2435 – Appropriations to Human Services

Of the funds appropriated in this bill, $129,971 is allocated to the University of
Iowa for the university-affiliated program to support the Iowa Creative
Employment Options program.

SF 2447 – Millennium Fund

This bill creates the vision Iowa fund and provides bonding authority to the
Treasurer of State to finance the community attraction and tourism
development programs from this fund.  The bill also establishes a school
infrastructure program and funds to provide financial assistance in the form of
grants to certain school districts with infrastructure needs.

HF 2545 – Administration and Regulations

This bill provides appropriations to various state agencies including the Auditor
of State, Department of General Services, the Office of Governor, the
Department of Management, the Department of Personnel, and the
Department of Revenue and Finance.  The bill continues the Iowa Educational
Savings Plan Trust and decentralizes funding of workers' compensation.  It
provides $1.9 to Regent institutions for this purpose.

HF 2552 – Justice System

This bill includes appropriations to the Departments of Justice, Corrections,
Public Defense , and Public Safety.
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The following appropriations bills have been signed by the Governor:

SF 2450 – Salary Bill

This bill appropriates $42.2 million, or so much as may be necessary, to fund
pay increases for state employees.

The Regents portion of salary adjustment appropriations is expected to be
between $18.2 million and $19.7 million; this amount will not fully fund the state
salary policy for the Regents.

HF 2533 – Federal Appropriations for Regents

This bill appropriates money from federal block grants and other grants to the
Board of Regents and other state agencies.  It includes amounts of $3.8 million
to the Agriculture Experiment Station and $8.2 million to the Cooperative
Extension Service at Iowa State University, $241.0 million for general research
and six other grants totaling $0.5 million.

NON-APPROPRIATION BILLS

The following bills passed both houses and await the Governor’s action:

SF 2439– Accelerated Career Education Program

This bill creates an Accelerated Career Education Program and funds to
provide grants to Iowa students enrolled in a community college or students
who are participants in the accelerated career education program.

HF 2205 – Electronic Commerce

This bill makes Iowa Code changes related to electronic transactions by
establishing requirements for electronic transactions, including digital
signatures, and electronic records and providing penalties.

HF 2206 – Waiver of Administrative Rules by State Agencies

This bill provides for the waiver of administrative rules by state agencies.

HF 2433 – Community College Governance

This bill requires a five-year statewide strategic plan at least once every five
years for Iowa's community colleges and establishes a K-16 sharing incentives
task force to recommend incentives to encourage institutional partnerships in
order to share costs of career and technical programs. The bill directs the
Board of Regents and the Department of Education to jointly support the task
force.
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HF 2437 – Parental Notification

The Board of Regents is directed to conduct a study and recommend methods
for opening or expanding communications with parents or guardians of
students under 21 years of age who are enrolled in postsecondary institutions.

HF 2463 – Duties of Department of Personnel

This bill makes several changes concerning the Department of Personnel and
state employees.  It modifies the responsibilities of the Department and adds
that the Department will coordinate and manage the state’s human resource
information system and that it will establish and maintain a list of all employees
of the executive branch of state government.  The original bill was amended
based on Regent proposed amendments to clarify the coordination of data
collection from the Regent institutions.

The following bills have been signed by the Governor:

SF 2249 – State Agency Purchasing Preference for Bio-based Hydraulic
Fluids

This bill requires state agencies to give purchasing preference to soy-bean
based hydraulic fluids, greases and other industrial lubricants.

SF 2302 – Public Health Issues

This bill relates to programs and public health issues under the purview of the
Iowa Department of Public Health.  It eliminates the requirement of the
Department to develop and establish area health education centers.

SF 2395 – Information Technology Department

This bill establishes the Information Technology Department with an
information technology council and sets forth definitions, powers, duties, and
specific divisions of the department.  It also stipulates that the Iowa
Communications Network shall not be subject to the jurisdiction or control of
any other state agency.

HF 2492 – Fire Service Institute

This bill relates to certain state and municipal agencies by making changes
relating to the provision of and training for fire protection service and
emergency medical service.  This bill moves the Fire Service Institute from
Iowa State University to the Department of Public Safety and allows current
employees to transfer at a pay range commensurate with their duties.
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